
Pre-Vatican II Documents 

Vatican I (1869-1870) 

 First Ecumenical Council since Council of Trent (16th century) 

 Rationalism, anarchism, communism, socialism, liberalism, materialism 

 Dei Filius (on the Catholic Faith) 

Pastor aeternus 

 Apostolic primacy conferred on Peter 

 Perpetuity of Petrine Primacy 

 Definition of papal primacy as a papal supremacy 

 Papal infallibility 

  Pope speaking ex cathedra defining doctrine regarding faith or morals 

Rerum Novarum (1891-Leo XIII) 

 “Of revolutionary change” – “On Capital and Labor” 

 Foundational text of modern Catholic social teaching 

 Discusses relationships and duties between labor and capital, government and citizens 

 Overall: supports rights of labor to form unions, rejects socialism and unrestricted 

capitalism, and affirms right to private property 

 7 basic principals of Catholic Social Doctrine 

  Dignity of human person 

  Common good  

  Subsidiarity  

  Participation  

  Solidarity  



  Right of private property 

  Universal destination of goods  

 Role of state to promote justice through protection of rights 

 Role of Church to speak out on social issues and calm class conflict 

 Quotes St. Thomas Aquinas to support right to private property 

 Also recognizes special status of the poor in social issues  

 Socialism – flawed because replaces rights and Church with state power and would lead 

to destruction of family unit 

 Upholds dignity of human person 

  Employers should afford workers: 

   Time off from work to worship God and for family obligations 

   Time for rest and adequate sleep 

   Safe conditions to prevent danger of bodily harm 

   Conditions that are not immoral that endanger soul 

   Fair daily wage – living wage for father to support family so mother can 

stay at home 

Providentissimus Deus (1893-Leo XIII) 

 “The most provident God” – “On the Study of Holy Scripture” 

 Part of Pope Leo’s efforts to promote Catholic education 

 Spoke against errors of Rationalists and “higher critics” 

 Outlined principles of scripture studies and how to be taught in seminaries 

 Addressed apparent contradictions between Bible and sciences, or within Bible itself 

 Historical-critical method 



 Defended divine authorship, inspiration, inerrancy 

Pascendi Dominici Gregis (1907-Pius X) 

 “Feeding the Lord’s Flock” – “On the Doctrines of the Modernists” 

 Concerned with modernism and tendency to reduce everything to only science 

 At the same time, it rejects objective truth of revelation and only subjective personal  

  Also rejects that faith is a gift from God 

 Modernists – mostly European Catholic intellectuals at turn of century trying to bring 

Christianity “up to date” in conformity with spirit of the age 

  Focused on science and explainable to reinterpret all Christian doctrine 

  More “spiritual” and “authentic”, less “mythical” and supernatural 

  Based on faulty philosophy – especially Kant and Hegel 

 Condemned modernist proposition: “truth is no more unchangeable than man himself, 

since it evolves with him, in him, and through him” 

 Major problem: see faith and science as separate but not independent 

  Faith held subject to science – if they disagree, science wins 

  Leads to denial of miracles 

Casti Connubii (1930 – Pius XI) 

 “Of chaste wedlock” – “On Christian Marriage” 

 Lambeth Conference – Anglican 

 Reaffirmed teachings on contraceptives, marriage, abortion, eugenics 

 Moral authority of Church 


